
Fire Safety Code Board

Of Appeal and Review

Hearing Minutes for March 2, 2010

The Rhode Island Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal & Review met at

their headquarters located at 1 Regan Court, Varley Building #46, in

Cranston, RI on Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 1:00 P.M.  Present were

Chairman Coutu, Vice Chairman Newbrook and Commissioners Dias,

Richard, Walker, Preiss, Pearson, Jasparro and Filippi. 

Commissioners Jackson and Blackburn were absent.  Also present

were Executive Director Thomas Coffey and Deputy Director Carol

Marsella.  The following cases were heard.

APPEAL #100033:  Mr. Patrick Jordan, for the property located at 311

Westminster Street, Providence.  Assistant Deputy State Fire

Marshals Fournier and Lutz appeared for the Providence Fire

Marshal's office.  Commissioner Preiss made a motion, seconded by

Vice Chairman Newbrook, to direct the Applicant to protect the means

of egress from the cited tent by providing sprinkler heads, extending

from the existing building, at the direction and to the satisfaction of

the Providence Fire Marshal's office.  The Applicant is directed to

limit the occupancy of the tent to 150 people, and to notify the

Providence Fire Marshal's office in advance if the occupancy is

expected to be over 150 people.  The motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #080357:  Mr. John J. Boucher, for the property located at



354 South Pier Road in Narragansett.  Captain Mark H. Wood

appeared for the Narragansett Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner

Walker made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman Newbrook, to

grant the Applicant a variance to utilize exterior wiring for the

installation of a municipal system for this facility.  The Applicant is

granted a time variance of thirty (30) days in which to present plans to

the Narragansett Fire Marshal's office for the correction of all

outstanding deficiencies within this facility and an additional 120

days in which to implement those plans.  The Narragansett Fire

Marshal's office is granted the authority to extend any of the above

deadlines for good faith efforts being shown by the Applicant.  The

motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #100018:  Brother Edmond Precourt, for the property located

at 635 Ocean Road in Narragansett.  Captain Mark H. Wood appeared

for the Narragansett Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner Dias made

a motion, seconded by Commissioner Jasparro, to grant a variance in

order to allow the Applicant to be able to install an "elevette" in this

facility, provided it is for non-public use.  The motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #070385:  Geneva Apartments, for the property located at

150 Dartmouth Street in Pawtucket.  Chief of Inspections Scott Caron

appeared for the State Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner Pearson

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Walker, to grant a

variance to allow the security cameras within the rated stairwells

throughout the building.  The Applicant is granted a time variance of



thirty (30) days in which to provide plans to the State Fire Marshal's

office for the correction of all outstanding deficiencies in this facility

and an additional 120 days in which to implement those plans.  The

State Fire Marshal's office is authorized to extend either of the above

deadlines for good faith efforts being shown by the Applicant.  The

motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #070349:  Ms. Robin Mikolajczyk, for the property located at

92 East Avenue, Pawtucket.  Chief of Inspections Scott Caron

appeared for the State Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner Dias

made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman Newbrook and

Commissioner Filippi, to grant the Applicant a variance, based on

structural hardship, in order to maintain the 72" headroom on the first

floor stairs.  Regarding the capacity of the means of egress based on

the actual usage of this facility, the Board directed the State Fire

Marshal's office to either recalculate or verify the capacity of this

facility.  If the State Fire Marshal's office is satisfied, the Board is

satisfied.  The motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #060677:  Ms. Alison Varieka, for the property located at 19

Touro Street in Newport.  ADSFM Raymond Gomes appeared for the

Newport Fire Marshal's office.  Vice Chairman Newbrook made a

motion, seconded by Commissioner Richard, to grant the following

relief.  The Applicant testified that this facility is about to undergo a

complete restoration.  The Board has determined that in the interim,

the Applicant is directed to sprinkler the first and second floor egress



passageways, to make the existing sprinkler system in the back stage

area operational and to fully sprinkler this facility during the complete

restoration.  The Applicant is directed to present the plan of action for

the correction of all outstanding deficiencies in this facility, including

the above directive of the Board, within thirty (30) days, and an

additional 120 days in which to implement the plan of action.  The

Newport Fire Marshal's office is granted the authority to extend the

above deadlines for good faith efforts being shown by the Applicant. 

The Applicant is directed to provide a detail firefighter if the

occupancy of this facility goes over 300 people.  The motion passed

over the objection of Commissioner Dias.

APPEAL #070105:  Ms. Margaret M. Wiggins, for the property located

at 5 Memorial Boulevard in Newport.  Captain Raymond Gomes

appeared for the Newport Fire Marshal's office.  Vice Chairman

Newbrook made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Richard, to

grant the following relief.  It was determined that sprinklers were not

required for the assembly on the second floor pursuant to the

testimony that this is a private banquet room which maintains the

same layout of tables and chairs at all times and has a capacity of

under fifty (50) people.  A variance is granted to maintain the current

configuration of the cited fire escape ladder.  The Applicant is granted

a time variance of thirty (30) days in which to present to the Newport

Fire Marshal's office with plans for the correction of all outstanding

deficiencies in this facility, and an additional 120 days in which to

implement that plan.  The motion passed with Commissioner Dias



abstaining from the vote.

APPEAL #100045:  Mr. Albert Mottola, for the property located at 610

Douglas Pike in Nasonville.  Assistant Deputy State Fire Marshals

Joseph Bertholic and Lori Poirier appeared for the Nasonville Fire

Marshal's office.  Commissioner Pearson made a motion, seconded

by Commissioner Jasparro, to allow the Applicant to provide as close

to a two-hour rating between the apartments and restaurant

occupancy as possible, prior to the occupancy of the apartments. 

This file is to remain open.  The motion was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted

Carol Marsella


